Abandoned Uranium Mines -
Sections 32 and 33 Mines

Leetsoh Hadasgeedgo T°6 Dabik’ehgo Nahaza--
Sections tadiin dooé bi’aan naaki d66 taa’gi

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Region 9 isworking to protect
residents of Casamero Lake Chapter by cleaning up leftover waste from past uranium
mining operations. Uranium mining operations occurred throughout the Navajo Nation
from the 1940s to the 1980s.

Kin Nahalgaidé¢¢’ Ni’asdzaan Yik’ihdéézii’ Bil Hazaadéo (U.S. EPA)Nahast’éi
Hahoodzohdé¢¢’ éi’ Tsétah To’ak’dli Taa Siniliji kéédahat’inigi baa haahasingi

biniinaa dii t’ah nahdéé’ leetsoh leezh bil haageed hééh nahg6o6 kédoolniil niigo
yeiniti. Diné Bikéyah bikaa’g66 t’66’ahayoigo Leetsoh hadas geed t’ah nahdéé’
nahast’éi ts’aadah d6o dizdiin dé6 nahast’éi ts’aadah doo tseebidiin yihahédaa’
adaat’é.

The Cobb Nuclear Company operated uranium mines in the Casamero Lake
Chapter area and uranium ore was mined and taken out of the area. Now USEPA is
looking at two mines called the Section 32 and Section 33 mines.

Cobb Nuclear Company wolyéego kwii Tsétah T6’ak’6li Taa Sinili nahdsa’gi 1éétsoh
hadéizgeed doo teetsoh haadas geedééh éi nahgoo ch’ihesgéh. Kin Nahalgaidé¢®
Ni’asdzaan Yik’ihdéézii’ Bil Hazaadd6o6 naakigo Section 32 dd66 Section 33 gik.eetsoh
nasgeed yééhgi nelkah.

At the Section 32 mine, there is an unfenced deep mineshaft at the southeast portion of
the site.

Dii Section 32 d66 Shadi’aah do6 ha’a’aahjigo t’ahdii leetsoh hahasgjiheeh goyaa
nidzaa gone’ ahoodza doo ndi bich’44h anit’i’dah.

The leftover uranium ore has more radiation than the surrounding area and people should
avoid touching it or walking near the mines. Livestock should not be allowed toalk or
graze in this area.

Dii leezh leetsoh bil hadasgeedgo t’ad’ ako6 yaadaa’ahigii t’aa yéego wodahdi
nida’alkidgo bits’a daaziil ba’at’e’ holo’ ako bila’ashdla’ii hada’asgeed yééhgi leezh
t’aadoo bidotnihi doo akwii t’aadoo nahaha doo. Naaldlooshii dé’ t’aadoo ak¢¢
nidaakaihigo’ iinosin.
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The USEPA Region 9 assessed the uranium ore and mining waste at the mine area and
found elevated levels of contaminated soil that need to be cleaned up to protect human
health and the environment.

Kin Nahalgaidé¢’ Ni’asdzaan Yik’ihdéézii’ Bil Haza Nahast’éi Hahoodzohddé6 akwii
nida’askaago leezh bil hada’asgeedigii ba’at’e’ bich’anich’ihigii wodahgo
nida’alkidgo biniinaa nahji’ kédoolnil bila’ashdla’ii d66 ni’asdzaan bikaagi

baahgdhasin go biniinaa.

Over time, the contaminated soils in the Section 32 mine area have migrated dueto
wind and rain. We also found that areas outside the Section 32 mine area contain
contaminated soils. Because of the health risks, USEPA Region 9 is removing

the contaminated soil from the area around the Section 32 Mine site, including

the former transfer area to the south of the Section 32 mine area, and building a
temporary stockpile on top of the Section 32 Mine.

Nidzaagdo t’6 bini’dii dii teezh Section tadiin d66 bi’aan naakid6é bil
hada’asgeedigii t6 d66 niyol nahgoo ayiizhjaa’go biniinaa t’aa hétsaago hélchg’la.
Dii leezh bil hada’asgeedigii ba’at’e’ hol6ogo biniinaa Kin Nahalgaidéé’ Ni’asdzaan
Yik’ihdéézii’ Bil Haza Nahast’éi Hahoodzohddo Section Tadiin dé6 bi’aan naakidéo

binaagdo leezhigii nahji’ kwiilééhdoo. Shadi’aahji’go dii Section Tadiin do6 bi’aan
naakidod bil hazgniddo altsoh leezh athanihiidoo geel.

The consolidated pile will be temporarily stored and sealed using soil tackifier to stabilize and
prevent the contaminated soil from moving. After the soil is sealed at Section 32 Mineto
prevent exposure to people and livestock, afence will be placed around the pile with signs
warning peopleto keep out.
Dii leezh athanihesgiinigii’ éi t’6 honighaniji’ t’6 bil yaani’doot’al t6 doo bidéénini
biyaadéé’ d66 bikaa’déé’ bit da’didooljeeh. Addé6 Section Tadiin d66 bi’aan naaki
binaagé’ altsoh hasht’ehoolyaago bini’doolt’ih doo’ akéone’é bila’ashdla’ii d66
naaldlooshii akone’ naaghdaagdo bee dahna’azt’addoo.

Thisremoval action is a temporary measure to stabilize the contaminated soil while the Navajo
Nation government develops a final disposal solution. USEPA and Navajo Nation Environmental
Protection Agency (NNEPA) will discuss the final disposal options and timeframe with the
community before making any decisions about permanent disposal.

Dii shii kot’a6’ leezhigii bil yaa’azaé Diné Bi Waashindéon hait’a6’ iidoolitigi
yaaninaanat’jidoo. Kin Nahalgaidéé’ Ni’asdzaan Yik’ihdéézii’ Bil Haza Nahast’éi
Hahoodzohdé6 do6 Diné Bi Waashindoon t’aa’ayisii nahji’ kodool niilg66
yinaha’aadoo inda hoolzhishigi da d66 Tsétah T6’ak’oli d66 kééhat’inigii dé’ bidaah
ninahdoot’algo atah yaanat’iidoo go’ inda nahji’ kélnééh doo.
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USEPA will apply water when moving the soil to prevent dust. There will be constant air quality
monitoring during excavation activities to make sure that residents in the immediate area will be
safe from any dust coming from the excavation. It is expected the removal action will take 4-6
weeks to complete.

Kin Nahalgaidé¢’ Ni’asdzaan Yik’ihdéézii’ Bil Haza Nahast’éi Hahoodzohdodo
nidaalnishigii dii leezhigii t6’ bee ni nalttohgo doo leezh haa’aadoo. D66 nilch’ih dé’
nida’ajoligii ahanigo haalziidgo naalkaah go haaji’go dah bil nich’ihigii yéego
baa’ahayaddoo. Ts’ida dii’ do6 hastadh damaéoji’ altsoh nida’doonish.

Contact Us—Bee’ééhozinii
For specific questions about the sections 32 and 33 Mines, Please contact:
Section 32 d66 33 dyisii bina’idil kidgo’ éi dii bee’ ééhdzin:

United States EPA Navajo Nation EPA
Randy Nattis Eugene Esplain
On-Scene Coordinator Health Physicist

(415) 972-3053 (928) 871-7331
nattis.randy@epa.gov e.esplain@yahoo.com
Grace Ma

Community Involvement Coordinator
(800) 231-3075

(415) -947-4212
ma.grace@epa.gov
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